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Guiding Principles for today’s work

• Make connections in new and innovative ways
• Whether you leave with new information is 

debatable – you will hopefully leave today 
with new perspectives and strategies.
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What is the connection between…

• Instructional 
reading/classroom routines

• Read aloud book selection
• Development of pro-social 

skills
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If we agree that using Picture Books is a 
powerful tool to promote pro-social skills….

• Pushback from staff – lack of time in already 
over-crowded or limited schedule

• COVID limitations
• What are some possible solutions?

– Assign read aloud YouTube videos
– Use parent volunteers and others to participate
– Have follow up discussions after watching video
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Look at the Social Implications of 
COVID

• What strengths have students developed as a 
result of learning during a pandemic?

• Areas of decline or weakness observed

• Match literature/interventions to the areas of 
decline/weakness
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Picture Books About COVID
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My Musings

• https://carolfranksrandall.com/my-
musings/
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Picture books that promote pro-social 
skills – CFR’s favorites….

• Too Shy for Show and Tell 
Beth Bracken

• The Brand New Kid        
Katie Couric

• You’re A Good Sport, Miss Malarkey                 
Judy Finchler and Kevin O’Malley

• Jamal and Me                 
Carol Franks-Randall

• Playground Heroes 
Carol Franks-Randall

• Talking Buddies
Carol Franks-Randall

• I Walk with Vanessa 
Kerascoet

• Pie is for Sharing 
Stephanie Parsley Ledyard

• The Recess Queen          
Alexis O’Neill

• Bully 
Patricia Polacco

• The Girl Who Never Made Mistakes                
Mark Pett and Gary Rubinstein

• Rosie’s Brain                    
Linda Ryden

• Nelson Beats the Odds  
Ronnie Sidney, II, MSW

• Sally Sore Loser               
Frank J. Sileo

• The Day You Begin 
Jacqueline Woodson
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Teaching Empathy

• UnSelfie: Why Empathetic Kids 
Succeed in Our All-About-Me 
World
– By Michele Borba, EdD, Touchstone 

Press, 2016
• “Empathy-rather than being a nice ‘add-

on’ to our kids’ development-is in fact 
integral to their current and future 
success, happiness and well-being.” p. 
xiii

• A wonderful guide that was written for 
parents but has powerful implications 
for educators.
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Additional Resources
• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2018/02/01/why-

read-aloud-day-matters-in-a-world-of-screens-and-busyness-we-find-the-
time-for-magic/?utm_term=.30f878151f12

• https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2014/07/09/should-books-for-
childrens-be-political/picture-books-illuminate-the-world-of-young-children

• https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/litlife/201001/the-value-picture-
book-5-life-lessons-your-child-gets-stories

• https://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/weblog/2010/11/how-picture-
books-play-a-role-in-a-child%E2%80%99s-development.html

• https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/litworld-and-scholastic-
celebrate-the-rise-of-read-aloud-on-february-1st-300783456.html

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2019/02/21/reading-childrens-
books-out-loud-awakened-child-me/?utm_term=.dac789890e3f

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2021/03/15/pandemic-school-
year-
changes/?arc404=true&utm_campaign=wp_post_most&utm_medium=email
&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_most&carta-
url=https%3A%2F%2Fs2.washingtonpost.com%2Fcar-ln-
tr%2F30bc353%2F604f84ee9d2fda4c880c5ba7%2F596961d99bbc0f4b775499
a1%2F8%2F70%2F604f84ee9d2fda4c880c5ba7
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Famous Quotes………..

• Martin Luther King said:
– “If I cannot do great things, I can do small things 

in a great way….”

• CFR’s paraphase:
– “If I cannot do big great things, I can do small 

great things…”
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Final thoughts and reflection

• What have you learned or thought about 
today that you can incorporate into your 
work?

• Other thoughts?

Thank you!


